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ITEM HOLDER 

Field of the Invention 

This invention relates generally to an apparatus for holding various necessary items for 
people and in particular to an apparatus for holding various necessary items for elderly or 
forgetful people including, for example, eyeglasses, dentures, hearing aids and the like. 

Priority Claims 

This application claims priority under 35 USC § 1 19 and 120 from US Provisional Patent 

Application No. 60/214,969 filed on June 29, 2000 and entitled "Item Holder". 

Background of the Invention 

A lot of people do not have a good memory and often forget and/or misplace items . This 
is especially true for elderly people who are often beset by poor memory and forgetfiilness. This 
forgetfiilness causes the elderly person to misplace items of importance to the elderly person since 
the elderly person may place an item in a particular location, but forget the location of the item 
later. This is especially a problem with various items that are necessary for the elderly person to 
conduct everyday activities. These necessary items may include eyeglasses (necessary to see), 
dentures (necessary for eating and talking) and hearing aids (necessary for hearing). If these items 
are misplaced or lost, the elderly person may have very significant difficulties completing everyday 
tasks. In addition, an elderly person often has a severely limited fixed income so that the cost of 
replacing these necessary items is prohibitive. In addition, the time to replace these items means 
that the elderly person must go without the item for some period of time. 
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The problem is panicularly evident in nursing homes, elderly care facilities and the like. In 
particular, a nursing home may house hundreds of elderly people who often have cognitive 
disorders, such as Alzheimer's disease, that severely diminishes the person's memory. Often, a 
nurse may help the elderly person get ready for bed including removing the elderly person's items, 
such as eyeglasses, dentures and hearing aids. The nurse may then place these items in some 
location for safekeeping until the morning. However, in the morning, a different nurse may help 
the elderly person wake up and get ready for the day and that nurse may not know where the 
nurse placed the elderly person^s items. Even worse, the items are lost and end up in a lost and 
found box in the nursing home that may contain numerous eyeglasses, dentures and hearing aids. 

It is desirable to provide an apparatus that permits these necessary items to be housed in 
one holder so that the items can be later found and it is to this end that the present invention is 
directed. 

Summary of the Invention 

The holder in accordance with the invention permits a person's necessary items to be 
stored in a single location so that it is easy to locate the necessary items. The holder also ensures 
that anyone handling the necessary items knows where to place the items for storage so that the 
items are not lost. The item holder in accordance with the invention may also include a person 
identification mechanism so that any person handling the necessary items can readily determine 
that the necessary items are being placed into the holder for the correct person or patient. The 
item holder in accordance with the invention may be used both at nursing homes where necessary 
items, such as eyeglasses, dentures or hearing aids, are often lost or misplaced because there is no 
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obvious place to store the items while the patient is sleeping, as well as at home to help various 
people keep track of the above necessary items. 

In accordance with one aspect of the invention, the item holder may be shaped like the 
face of a person. The item holder may be painted or otherwise decorated to look like a person's 
face. The person's face may be of a variety of different colors to represent different races. The 
item holder may include one or more storage trays/shelves positioned at various locations on the 
face in order to store the necessary items of the person using the item holder. For example, the . 
item holder may include a shelf or tray adjacent the depiction of the eyes of the face to store 
eyeglasses, a shelf or tray adjacent each ear for storing the hearing aid for each ear and a shelf or 
tray adjacent to the mouth on the face for storing the dentures of the person. The item holder 
may also include a plate on which the person's name and room number (for a nursing home for 
example) may be displayed. 

In accordance with another aspect of the invention, the item holder may be a container 
that may include separate compartments for storing eyeglasses, dentures, hearing aids and any 
other necessary items. In accordance with the invention, the compartments for each item may be 
shaped to indicate the appropriate items that should be placed in the compartment or the bottom 
of each container may contain a depiction of the item to be placed in the compartment or a symbol 
representing each item may be placed near each compartment. 

In accordance with another aspect of the invention, the item holder for a nursing home 
may be a container that holds each of the items which is then placed onto or hung from a 
representation of a figure, such as a doctor or a nurse, wherein the figure may include an area 
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where information about the particular patient using the item holder may be placed, such as the 
patient's name, the room number of the patient, the name of the aide normally responsible for the 
patient, the name of the person on the morning and evening shift responsible for the patient, the 
current date and any other relevant information. The patient information may permit lost or 
misplaced items to be more easily located since the responsible person may be identified and 
questioned when an item is misplaced. 

Thus, in accordance with the invention, an item holder is provided. The item holder 
comprises a piece of material constructed in the shape of a face wherein a denture tray is attached 
near a mouth located on the piece of material wherein a denture may be placed in the tray to be 
stored. The item holder further comprises an eyeglass tray attached near the eyes located on the 
piece of material wherein a set of eyeglasses may be placed in the tray to be stored and a hearing 
aid tray attached near an ear located on the piece of material wherein a hearing aid may be placed 
on the tray to be stored. 

In accordance with another aspect of the invention, an item holder is provided. The item 
holder comprises a piece of material having a predetermined shape and a denture tray attached 
near a first location on the piece of material wherein a denture may be placed in the tray to be 
stored. The item holder further comprises an eyeglass tray attached near a second location on the 
piece of material wherein a set of eyeglasses may be placed in the tray to be stored, and a hearing 
aid tray attached near a third location on the piece of material wherein a hearing aid may be placed 
on the tray to be stored. 
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In accordance with yet another aspect of the invention, an item holder comprises a first 
compartment for storing a set of dentures, a second compartment for storing a set of eyeglasses 
and a third compartment for storing one or more hearing aids. The first, second and third 
compartments each have a depiction of the item to be stored in the particular compartment to help 
people remember to store the item in the compartment and remember where the particular item is 
stored. 

Brief Description of the Drawings 

Figures 1 A and IB are diagrams illustrating a front view and a top view, respectively, of 
an example of an item holder in accordance with a first embodiment of the invention; 

Figures 2A, 2B and 2C are diagrams illustrating perspective views of an item holder in 
accordance with a second embodiment of the invention wherein the various compartments for the 
necessary items are shown; 

Figures 3 A and 3B are diagrams illustrating a third embodiment of the item holder in 
accordance with the invention; 

Figure 4 is a diagram illustrating a fourth embodiment of the item holder in accordance 
with the invention; 

Figure 5 is a diagram illustrating a fifth embodiment of the item holder in accordance with 
the invention; and 
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Figures 6A and 6B are diagrams illustrating more details of the fifth embodiment in 
accordance with the invention. 

Detailed Description of a Preferred Embodiment 

The invention is particularly applicable to a holder for holding various necessary items for 
an elderly person and it is in this context that the invention will be described. It will be 
appreciated, however, that the apparatus in accordance with the invention has greater utility since 
the holder may be used by anyone that frequently misplaces or loses the above necessary items 
and it may be used with a variety of different necessary items. 

Figures 1 A and IB are diagrams illustrating an item holder 10 in accordance with the 
invention. In particular, the item holder 1 0 may be any suitable material, such as plastic or wood, 
shaped as a face so that it is easy for a person or an attendant for an elderly person to determine 
where to store the person's necessary items, such as dentures, eyeglasses and hearing aids. In 
accordance with the invention, the item holder may be a variety of different shapes as described in 
more detail below. In accordance with the first embodiment of the invention, the item holder 10 
may be decorated, such as by painting or using different color materials, etc., to create a face. For 
example, hair 12, eyes 14, nose 16 and a mouth 18 may be placed on the item holder. The item 
holder riiay also be decorated so that the face may be of any race. In addition, the item holder 10 
may also include a pair of appropriately placed ears 20. Thus, in accordance with the invention, it 
will be obvious to anyone placing the necessary items into the item holder where those necessary 
items are stored. To facilitate the storage of the items, the item holder may include a shelfi^tray 22 
adjacent to each part of the face which represents an item being stored. For example, there may 
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be a shelf for a person's eyeglasses beneath the eyes 14 decorating the item holder, there may be a 
shelf adjacent each ear 20 for hearing aids and there may be a shelf beneath the mouth 18 of the 
item holder for storing dentures. Thus, the user of the item holder, such as an elderly person, or 
an aide taking care of an elderly or disabled person, may easily determine where the user's items 
such as eyeglasses, dentures and hearing aids may be safely stored so that the items are not 
misplaced or damaged. 

To help identify the person whose items are stored on the item holder 10, the item holder 
may include space (not shown in Figures 1 A and IB) where various information about the person 
may be placed. For example, information may be removable written in the space or the 
information may be permanently scribed or etched into the item holder to customize the item 
holder of the particular person. In accordance with the invention, the information about the 
person may include the name of the person, the current room assignment of the person (for a 
nursing or hospital setting), the current person assigned to care for the person during the day and 
night and any other relevant information. The person's information may permit a misplaced item 
to be more easily located. The item holder 1 0 permits even a person with limited memory or poor 
eyesight to be able to place the items in the proper storage trays/shelves so that the items are not 
misplaced or lost. In accordance with the invention, the item holder 10 may be attached to a wall 
using an attachment means, such as a nail or picture hanger, or may rest on a table or other flat 
surface provided that the bottom surface of the item holder 10 is flat. Now, a second embodiment 
of the item holder 10 in accordance with the invention will be described. 
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Figures 2 A - 2C illustrate a second embodiment of the item holder 10 in accordance with 
the invention. In this embodiment, the item holder 10 may be a container 30 that may be 
rectangularly shaped, but may also be any other shape. The container 30, as shown in Figure 2A, 
may include a portion 32 in which various information about the owner of the items placed into 
the item holder may be displayed as described above. In the example shown, the person's name 
and current room assignment may be temporarily or permanently affixed to the item holder. The 
container 30 may also include an outer housing 34 that houses the one or more compartments that 
store the items while not being worn by the user. The container may further include an upper 
portion 36 and a lower portion 38 that are connected together by an attachment mechanism 40, 
such as a locking mechanism. The locking mechanism secures the upper portion 36 and the lower 
portion 38 together and ensures that the items stored in the container 30 do not fall out even if the 
item holder 30 is dropped or falls. The attachment mechanism in accordance with the invention 
may be any type of mechanism that holds the upper portion 36 and the lower portion 38 together. 
The container 30 may further include a first set of hinges 42 that permit a door 46 of the upper 
portion 36 to open to reveal one or more item storage compartments as described below with 
reference to Figure 2C and a second set of hinges 44 that permit a door 48 of the lower portion to 
be opened to reveal one or more item storage compartments as will now be described with 
reference to Figure 2B. 

Figure 2B illustrates the item holder 30 when the door 48 of the lower portion 38 has been 
opened using the hinges to reveal the one or more item storage compartments. In this example, 
the lower portion may include a first compartment 50, a second compartment 52 and a third 
compartment 54 that may be square receptacles in the example shown. In accordance with the 
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invention, however, the compartment may be any shape including shaping each compartment like 
the item being stored in the compartment or the part of the body where the item is located so that 
the eyeglass compartment may be shaped like eyeglasses, the denture compartment may be shaped 
like a mouth and the hearing aid compartments may be shaped like ears. In the example shown, to 
identify the correct compartment for each item, the name of the item to be stored in the particular 
compartment and/or a pictorial representation of the part of the body or the item may be displayed 
on the inside portion of the door 48 adjacent the. appropriate compartment. Thus, in the example 
shown, a tooth picture and the word "teeth" is located adjacent to the first compartment 50 for 
storing dentures and a picture of an ear and the name "hearing aids" may be located adjacent the 
second and third compartments 52, 54 for storing the hearing aids of the user. For the hearing 
aids, the second and third compartments 52, 54 may be further identified as storing the right or 
left hearing aid. In accordance with the invention, instead of the words and pictorial 
representations shown in Figure 2B, the item holder may include compartments shaped like each 
of the items or the parts of the body as described above or each compartment may include the 
words and/or pictorial representation etched into the bottom of the compartment. Now, the 
upper portion 36 will be described in more detail. 

Figure 2C illustrate the item holder 10 with the door 46 of the upper portion 36 opened to 
reveal a fourth compartment 60. In this example, the fourth compartment 60 may store the 
eyeglasses of the user. As described above, the inside portion of the door 46 may include a word 
and/or pictorial representation of the item, such as "eyeglasses" and a picture of a pair of 
eyeglasses in this example. The compartment 60 may also be shaped like a pair of eyeglasses or 
the word and/or picture may be etched into the bottom of the compartment as described above- 
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Thus, in accordance with the invention, the user's eyeglasses, dentures and hearing aids in this 
example may be stored in the item holder so that the items are not lost or misplaced. As with the 
previous embodiment, the container 30 may be attached to a wall by a securing means, such as a 
nail, or it may rest on a flat surface such as a desk, a table, nightstand or the like. Now, a third 
embodiment of the item holder in accordance with the invention will be described. 

Figures 3 A and 3B are diagrams illustrating a third embodiment of the item holder 10 in 
accordance with the invention wherein the item holder 10 may comprise a container 70 that may 
include one or more storage compartments which are adjacent to each other as shown in Figure 
3 A. The compartments may be of any shape such as the rectangles shown in Figure 3 A or, as 
shown in Figure 3B, a compartment 72 may be shaped like the item that is going to be stored in 
the compartment. In the example shown in Figure 3B, the teeth compartment may be shaped like 
a set of dentures. 

Returning to Figure 3 A, the item holder 10 may include a first compartment 74, a second 
compartment 76 and the third compartment 72. In this embodiment, the first compartment 74 
may be used for storing eyeglasses and may be labeled as "1" and "eyeglasses". To further aid in 
the recognition of which item is stored in the compartment, a pictorial representation 78 of 
eyeglasses may be located adjacent the compartment (e.g., beneath the compartment in this 
example). The second compartment 76 may be used for storing hearing aids, may be labeled with 
"2" and "hearing aids" and may include an adjacent pictorial representation 80 of an ear. The 
third compartment 72 may be used for storing the dentures of the user, may be labeled with "3" 
and "teeth" and may include a pictorial representation 82 of a tooth for easy identification. As 
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described above, each of the compartments may be shaped to be similar to the item being stored 
to make it still easier for a user to place the item in its proper storage compartment. As above, 
this embodiment of the item holder may be affixed to a wall or rest on a flat surface. Now, 
another embodiment of the item holder will be described. 

Figure 4 is a diagram illustrating a fourth embodiment of the item holder 10 in accordance 
with the invention wherein the item holder may be a hard plastic case 90 having an upper portion 
92 and a lower portion 94 that may be connected together in a clam-shell manner as is well 
known. In this embodiment, the upper portion 92 may be the top of the case made of a see- 
through plastic material so that the items stored in each compartment may be viewed by the user 
of the item holder. The lower portion 92 may be made of a hard opaque plastic material and may 
include one or more separate storage compartments for storing the various items as described 
above. In the example shown in Figure 4, the compartments may include a eyeglasses 
compartment 96, a teeth compartment 98 and one or more hearing aid compartments 100. As 
described above, each compartment may have text and/or a pictorial representation associated 
with it that identifies the item to be stored in the compartment. The item holder 10 in Figure 4 
may also include a pair of latches 102 that secure the upper portion 92 to the lower portion 94 
when the latches are locked to ensure that the items in the item holder do not fall out of the item 
holder. This embodiment of the item holder may typically rest on a flat surface. Now, a fifth 
embodiment of the item holder in accordance with the invention will be described. 

Figure 5 is a diagram illustrating a fifth embodiment of the item holder 10 in accordance 
with the invention. In this embodiment, the item holder 10 may include a figure 110 that stands 
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on a base 1 12 on the ground. In the example shown, the figure may be a representation of a 
doctor or nurse, but may also be any other figure. The figure 1 1 0 may hold an erasable patient 
information display area 1 14 in one hand and a hook 1 16 in the other hand that may be used for 
hanging an item container 1 1 8 in accordance with the invention. In particular, each of the above 
item holder embodiments may be modified so that it may be hung from the hook 1 1 6 shown in 
Figure 5. An example of another item container 1 18 that may be hung from the hook will be 
described below with reference to Figures 6A and 6B. 

The information display area 1 14 may include various information about the patient, such 
as the name of the patient, the room number of the patient, the name of the aide for the patient 
(both day and night) and the current date. The information may be used to identify the patient as 
needed or to track down misplaced items of the patient since the people responsible for the patient 
may be questioned. 

An example of the item container 118 is shown in Figures 6 A and 6B although the other 
embodiments of the item holder may also be adapted to be hung from the hook 1 16 as described 
above. Figure 6A shows an item container 1 18 that may include a handle portion 130 that hangs 
on the hook of the figure, a name plate portion 132 that may be painted or otherwise decorated 
with the name of the owner of the items stored in the item container and any other relevant 
information and a container portion 134. The container 134 may contain one or more open 
storage compartments for storing the items of the user. For example, the container 134 may 
include a glasses compartment 136, a teeth compartment 138 and a hearing aids compartment 
140. In this example, the compartments may be open receptacles for the items that otherwise do 
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not have a locking cover. In the example shown in Figure &B, the compartments 136 - 140 are 
closed so that the items may be placed into the compartment and a lid may be closed to ensure 
that the items do not fall out of the compartments. 

While the foregoing has been with reference to a particular embodiment of the invention, it 
will be appreciated by those skilled in the art that changes in this embodiment may be made 
without departing from the principles and spirit of the invention, the scope of which is defined by 
the appended claims. 
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